Carcinoma of the gallbladder: a survey of cases in Wessex 1982-1989.
The 95 cases of carcinoma of gallbladder diagnosed in Wessex in the period January 1982-June 1989 have been reviewed. The median age of these patients was 72 years and 75% were women. These data have been compared with those for all cholecystectomies performed in Southampton for this period. The poor prognosis of this tumour has been confirmed, with only four patients currently alive at 8, 24, 30 and 72 months after operation. Modifications to current staging systems are proposed, which may promote a more rational approach to therapy in the future.